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About:

Recognizing an Imperfect Past: History, Memory, and the American Public was a
two-week NEH Summer Institute produced and hosted by the Georgia Historical
Society during the summer of 2017 in Savannah, Georgia. NEH scholars
engaged in an exploration of how we as a country recognize, remember, and
memorialize controversial people and events in the American past as viewed
through a presentist lens.

The Institute has resulted in new educational resources including:

e recorded interviews with visiting faculty relating to the topic of
teaching an imperfect past

e a K-12 teacher guide about monuments as primary sources

e ideas shared by participants on how their Institute experiences have
shaped their own work and teachings

Visit imperfectpastinstitute.org for more information.
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MONUMENTS AS PRIMARY SOURCES
Frequently Asked Questions

What is a monument?

Monuments are built for the specific purpose of commemorating a person, group of people,
or event. Often called memorials, monuments come in many different forms, from simple
stone markers to elaborate statues and towering obelisks.

Humans have been erecting monuments for thousands of years. Many of the ancient
monuments still in existence today had a sacred meaning to the people who erected them—
Stonehenge, the Parthenon, the Pyramids of Giza. In the United States, our most famous
monuments commemorate famous people from history and major historic events—the
Washington Monument, the Lincoln Memorial, the Korean War Veterans Memorial, the Statue
of Liberty, the 9/11 Memorial.

You do not have to travel to Washington, D.C. or New York City to see examples of
monuments. Every community, large or small, is likely to have one or more monuments. Start
your search in cemeteries, public parks, and in front of government buildings. You may be
surprised by how many monuments you will find!

What can we learn from monuments?

Monuments are a primary source we can use to study the past. In history, sources created
during the time period of study or by someone who lived through the time period of study are
considered primary sources. For example, the Declaration of Independence is a primary
source we use to study the American Revolution. You probably think of primary sources as
being documents, artifacts, and oral histories, but there are many kinds of primary sources,
including monuments.

Monuments can teach us a lot about the people who built them because monuments are
really all about memory. How do people choose to remember the past? What events and
people are memorialized and why? What events and people are not memorialized and why?
What artistic choices did the monument creators make? Has the monument been moved,
restored, or altered?
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MONUMENTS AS PRIMARY SOURCES
Frequently Asked Questions

What are historical markers and how are they different from monuments?

Unlike monuments, the primary goal of a historical marker is not to honor the memory of a
particular person, group of people, or event. Instead, historical markers are designed to
provide information about a topic of historic significance using text, not art or architectural
features. Most states have an official historical marker program that oversees the erection of
historical markers, but not all markers are part of a specific program. Individuals, companies,
and other institutions might place a historical marker or plaque without being part of an
official program.

Similar to monuments, markers not only tell a historical narrative but also tell us about the who
erected the marker and about the time period when it was erected. You can usually find a
good amount of information about who erected a historical marker and when on the marker
itself. The internet is another good place to find information on markers. In Georgia, you can
access over 2,000 historical markers on the Georgia Historical Society online historical marker
database. For markers outside the state, try the historical marker database HMdb.org.

GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
GEORGIAHISTORY.COM



Name

MONUMENTS AS PRIMARY SOURCES
Site Visit Worksheet

Before You Visit the Monument

Research the monument to see what information you can find in advance. Has anyone written
about the background of the monument? Do records exist of the organization that erected the
monument? Was there any newspaper coverage concerning the monument? Are there any
city/county government meeting minutes or records from the time the monument was
erected? Are there any pictures of the dedication ceremony?

Summarize your research in the box below. Attach any primary and secondary sources you find
to the worksheet for easy reference when you visit the site.
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MONUMENTS AS PRIMARY SOURCES
Site Visit Worksheet

While Visiting the Monument
Directions: Use the guided questions below to help you take notes while visiting a monument.

What do you see?

Where is your eye drawn?
What did you notice first?

Based on what you see, what materials were used to make this monument? (metal, stone,
wood, marble, bronze, brick...)

Use this space to sketch each side of the monument or attach photos.
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MONUMENTS AS PRIMARY SOURCES
Site Visit Worksheet

While Visiting the Monument

Directions: Use the guided questions below to help you take notes while visiting a monument.

Who or what is the focus of the monument?

What specific person, group of people, or event does this monument commemorate?

Who erected the monument?

Look for any plaques or engravings that tell who erected the monument.

Who made the monument?

Look for any plaques or engravings that give the name of the artist or manufacturer who
designed and built the monument.

When was the monument erected?

Look for any plaques or engravings that tell when the monument was erected.

Where is the monument located?

List the country, state, and city/county where the monument is located.
Is the monument in a specific neighborhood or area of the city?

Give a description of the monument’s immediate surroundings. Is it in a park, on a major city
road, in a cemetery?
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MONUMENTS AS PRIMARY SOURCES
Site Visit Worksheet

After Visiting the Monument

Directions: Use the guided questions below to help you reflect on your site visit.

How did the research you did before viewing the monument impact your experience?

How do you think the person/event/topic of the monument would be handled
differently if it were featured on a historical marker or in academic writing?

How has the area where the monument is located changed since it was erected?

Does any controversy exist concerning the monument you visited? What do you think
about the controversy after your research and experience?
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MONUMENTS AS PRIMARY SOURCES

SAVANNAH'S TOMOCHICHI MONUMENT:
A CASE STUDY

Background:

In 1899, a public monument to Tomochichi was erected in the southeast corner of
Wright Square in Savannah, Georgia. Tomochichi was chief of the Yamacraw
Indians, a small band of Native Americans living on the site of Savannah at the time
of the colony's founding. Tomochichi befriended the colony's founder James
Edward Oglethorpe and was buried in the center of Wright Square (then Percival
Square) in 1739. Oglethorpe ordered that a pyramid of stones be erected over
Tomochichi's grave to honor his contributions to Georgia.

The Tomochichi monument offers an excellent case study of monuments as primary
sources because of the long history of confusion and controversy surrounding the
monument. A local myth exists that Tomochichi's gravesite was desecrated and the
pyramid of stones erected by Oglethorpe flattened in 1882 to make way for a
monument to William Washington Gordon, founder of the Central of Georgia
Railroad. You will find this myth perpetuated in print and online sources, including
the Wikipedia entry on Tomochichi.

A careful study of the archival record reveals that the original pyramid of stones
and memory of Tomochichi's gravesite disappeared much earlier. Robin Williams,
one of the visiting faculty at the Georgia Historical Society's 2017 NEH Summer
Institute Recognizing an Imperfect Past: History, Memory, and the American Public,
has done extensive research on the Tomochichi monument and the myths
surrounding it. His research was invaluable in creating this case study.

This case study will use the "Monuments as Primary Sources Site Visit Worksheet"
to explore Savannah's Tomochichi monument as a primary source.
e
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Name Sample Student

MONUMENTS AS PRIMARY SOURCES
Site Visit Worksheet

Before You Visit the Monument

Research the monument to see what information you can find in advance. Has anyone written
about the background of the monument? Do records exist of the organization that erected the
monument? Was there any newspaper coverage concerning the monument? Are there any
city/county government meeting minutes or records from the time the monument was
erected? Are there any pictures of the dedication ceremony?

Summarize your research in the box below. Attach any primary and secondary sources you find
to the worksheet for easy reference when you visit the site.

In my research about Savannah's Tomochichi monument | was able to gather the basic facts about
the monument's erection and some interesting background information on the history of
memorializing Tomochichi in Savannah.

Baslc Facts on the Monument:
Erected in 1899
Located in Wright Square in historic downtown Savannah, Georgia
Erected by the Society of the Colonial Dames of America in Georgia
Made from one large granite boulder from the Stone Mountain Company
The Stone Mountain Company charged $1 for the boulder

The History of Memorializing Tomochichi in Savannah

There is a local myth that Tomochichi's grave was "desecrated" to put up the William Washington
Gordon Monument in the middle of Wright Square. The archival record does record that Tomochichi
was buried in Wright Square in 1739. Oglethorpe ordered a pyramid of stone be erected over the
grave in his honor. Maps, newspaper articles, and other documents from the archives suggest that
the pyramid disappeared sometime in the late 18th century. A biography was wriften about
Tomochichi in 1868 by the famous Charles Colcock Jones, Jr. The popularity of the biography
brought Tomochichi back to the minds of Savannah's citizens.

A new mound of stones was placed in Wright Square and several other squares in the 1870s.
This mound had nothing to do with Tomochichi, but because it was removed to make way for the
William Washington Gordon Monument, a legend grew that the mound was the original pyramid
erected by Oglethorpe. William Washington Gordon's daughter-in-law Nellie K. Gordon was
president of the Society of Colonial Dames of America in Georgia when the Tomochichi monument
was erected in 1899. Many people believe she led the effort to get the monument because of family
guilt over desecrating Tomochichi's grave.

SEE ATTACHED SECONDARY & PRIMARY SOURCE RESEARCH




Name Sample Student

MONUMENTS AS PRIMARY SOURCES
Site Visit Worksheet

While Visiting the Monument
Directions: Use the guided questions below to help you take notes while visiting a monument.

What do you see?

Where is your eye drawn?

It is a simple boulder. My eye was drawn to the center where the plaque is located.

What did you notice first?

The first thing I noticed was the shape of the monument (a rough-cut boulder).

Based on what you see, what materials were used to make this monument? (metal, stone,
wood, marble, bronze, brick...)

It is a stone boulder.

Use this space to sketch each side of the monument or attach photos.




Name Sample Student

MONUMENTS AS PRIMARY SOURCES
Site Visit Worksheet

While Visiting the Monument

Directions: Use the guided questions below to help you take notes while visiting a monument.

Who or what is the focus of the monument?

What specific person, group of people, or event does this monument commemorate?

The monument commemorates Tomochichi. The plaque states "In Memory of Tomo-CHi-Chi The Micro
of the Yamacraws The companion of Oglethorpe and the Friend and Ally of the Colony of Georgia."

Who erected the monument?

Look for any plaques or engravings that tell who erected the monument.
The Georgia Society of the Colonial Dames of America

Who made the monument?

Look for any plaques or engravings that give the name of the artist or manufacturer who
designed and built the monument.

There is no mention of the artist or manufacturer on the monument. My research lets me know the
boulder was from the Stone Mountain Company.
When was the monument erected?

Look for any plaques or engravings that tell when the monument was erected.
There are two dates on the plaque: 1739 and 1899.

Where is the monument located?

List the country, state, and city/county where the monument is located.
USA, Georgia, Savannah
Is the monument in a specific neighborhood or area of the city?
Wright Square. Historic downtown Savannah.
Give a description of the monument’s immediate surroundings. Is It in a park, on a major city
road, In a cemetery?

The monument is located in the southeast corner of Wright Square. The square is well landscaped
with trees and shrubbery. The square is in the historic district of Savannah, Georgia.



Name Sample Student

MONUMENTS AS PRIMARY SOURCES
Site Visit Worksheet

After Visiting the Monument

Directions: Use the guided questions below to help you reflect on your site visit.

How did the research you did before viewing the monument impact your experience?

The actual monument is very simple. It is a single granite boulder with a plaque in the center. The
plaque provides only a small inscription and the name of the organization that erected the monument.
My research provided a full background on the monument itself and the interesting history of how
people in Savannah have reacted to the monument. The research provided context that made the site
visit more meaningful.

How do you think the person/event/topic of the monument would be handled
differently if it were featured on a historical marker or in academic writing?
A historical marker or piece of academic writing would provide more historical information about
Tomochichi's life and legacy. Instead of a warm description of his friendship to Ogelthorpe and the

colony, a longer work would try to investigate Tomochichi's desire and motives for working with the
English.

How has the area where the monument Is located changed since it was erected?

Today, Savannah is a tourist destination. In addition to the William Washington Gordon monument in the

middle of the square, there are now several historical markers in the square. The square itself has more
trees and greenery to make it attractive for tourists walking through. The court house is still adjacent to
the square and many of the buildings may still stand, but are now filled with modern retail and other
businesses.

Does any controversy exist concerning the monument you visited? What do you think
about the controversy after your research and experience?

Controversy over the monument has erupted from time to time over the years. Some people believe
Tomochichi deserves a more prominent monument and are unhappy with the current monument's
placement and size in comparison to the William Washington Gordon monument. Tomochichi has been
memorialized in other ways in Savannah. For example, the Tomochichi Federal Building and U.S.
Courthouse. | think there needs to be more education for the general public to dispel the myths
surrounding the Tomochichi monument.



Secondary Source Research on Savannah’s Tomochichi Monument

Williams, Robin B., David Walter Gobel, Patrick Haughey, Daves Rossell, and Karl
Frederich Schuler. Buildings of Savannah. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press,
2016.

Excerpts from pages 55-56, 2.31 William Washington Gordon Monument:

“In 1739 Oglethorpe erected an earlier stone monument on this site (possibly the
first public monument in America) over the tomb of Tomochichi, but it had
disappeared by the late eighteenth century. Photos of a decorative earthen
mound installed here by the City in 1872 (one of at least four placed in Savannah
squares) and removed for the 1882 tribute gave rise to the local myth that the
Gordon Monument “desecrated” the chief's tomb.”

“The nearby Tomochichi Monument (1899) resulted from rekindled interest in the
local Indian chief, or Mico, in the late nineteenth century, paralleling improved
attitudes towards Native Americans nationally. The Society of the Colonial Dames
of America in Georgia (led by their first president, Gordon’s daughter-in-law,
Eleanor Kinzie Gordon), who secured a large granite boulder from the Stone
Mountain Company in Atlanta for one dollar, commissioned this monument.”

Williams, Robin B. “The Challenge of Preserving Public Memory: Commemorating
Tomochichi in Savannah. “ Preservation Education & Research 5 (2012): 1-
16. https://architecturalhistoryscad.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/offprint-williams.pdf

Excerpt from page 13:

More broadly, the history of commemoration of Tomochichi in Savannah
illustrates not only the vulnerability of monuments to shifting social and political
values but also how such values can lead to a falsification of history. Memories of a
mound in Wright Square combined with well-intentioned efforts to redress a
perceived wrong done to the chief's gravesite fostered a persistent and erroneous
belief that the Gordon Monument displaced the chief's burial mound. The
coincidental resemblance of Native American burial mounds to the mound
installed in Wright Square in 1871 makes for a tantalizing connection, but the fact
that the Wright Square mound was one of at least three erected in Savannah
squares in the early 1870s indicates that they were merely decorative and had no
specific connection to Tomochichi.


https://architecturalhistoryscad.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/offprint-williams.pdf

Georgia Historical Society’s Tomochichi featured historical figure web page “Death and
Burial.” http://georgiahistory.com/education-outreach/online-exhibits/featured-
historical-figures/tomochichi/tomochichis-death-and-burial/

Excerpts from web page:

“In William Gerard De Brahm’s Plan of Savannah, 1757 map, Tomochichi’s grave
is depicted in Wright Square. At the time of Tomochichi’s death, Oglethorpe
ordered a monument to be placed to honor his friend and ally. In reports, the
monument was translated as a pyramid of stone. However, by the 1830s, the
pyramid of stones was no longer in Wright Square. In his famous painting, View
of Savannah from 1837, Joseph Louis Firmin Cerveau depicts the view of
Savannah from the City Exchange on Bay Street looking down on Bull Street. In
the painting, there is no monument or pyramid of stones in Wright Square. It is
unknown what happened to the monument between the creation of these two
sources. Perhaps the memory of Tomochichi’s burial was simply forgotten by the
citizens of Savannah, or perhaps the memorial was purposefully removed due to
changing relationships with Native Americans, especially after the American
Revolution.”

“In the late 1800s, Tomochichi came back into the spotlight. In his biography of
the chieftain, Historical Sketch of Tomo-Chi-Chi, Mico of the Yamacraw (1868),
Charles C. Jones, Jr. laments that Tomochichi had not been remembered by the
public. The biography caused the public to once again recall the role
Tomochichi played in establishing the young Colony of Georgia. A few years
later a series of mounds appeared in some of Savannah’s Squares, including
Wright Square. However, these mounds were not meant as a monument to
Tomochichi or anyone else. It is believed that the city placed the decorative
mounds in the center of the squares to prevent streetcar tracks from being laid
through the squares on Bull Street.”


http://georgiahistory.com/education-outreach/online-exhibits/featured-historical-figures/tomochichi/tomochichis-death-and-burial/
http://georgiahistory.com/education-outreach/online-exhibits/featured-historical-figures/tomochichi/tomochichis-death-and-burial/

Primary Source Research on Savannah’s Tomochichi Monument

1. The Gentleman’s Magazine X (March 1740): 129. Original from New York Public
Library. Accessed on Hathi
Trust https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433081686523?urlappend=%3Bseq=145.

2. Allen D. Candler, Stephen’s Journal, 1737-1740 The Colonial Records of the State of
Georgia, Volume IV (Atlanta: The Franklin Printing and Publishing Company, 1906),
428. https://books.google.com/books?id=gXxBAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA1#v=onepage&qé&f=
false

3. Plan of Savannah, 1757 in John Gerar William De Brahm, History of the Province of
Georgia: With Maps of Original Surveys, 1849. From the Georgia Historical Society Rare
Folio Collection, F289.D42 1849.

4. VView of Savannah, 1837 by Joseph Louis Firmin Cerveau. From the Georgia Historical
Society Objects Collection, A-1361-623.

B. Charles Colcock Jones, Historical Sketch of Tomo-chi-chi, Mico fo the Yamacraws
(New York: J. Munsell, 1868), 126-127. Accessed on the Internet
Archive https://archive.org/stream/historicalsketchOOjoneiala#page/126/mode/2up

6. “The Mound Builders,” Savannah Morning News, January 17, 1872. From the
Georgia Historical Society Vertical Files.

7. Savannah Morning News Index, February 14, 1872. From the Georgia Historical
Society Vertical Files.

8. “The Mound in Court House Square,” Savannah Morning News, December 6, 1882.
From the Georgia Historical Society Vertical Files.

9. Wright Square, Looking North on Bull Street, circa 1875. From the Foltz Photography
Studio Collection, MS 1360. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society.

10. Gordon Monument, circa 1883-1892. From the William E. Wilson Photographs, MS
1375. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society.

11. “The Sesqu-Centenial: A Monument to Oglethorpe,” Savannah Morning News,
November 3, 1882. From the Georgia Historical Society Vertical Files.


https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433081686523?urlappend=%3Bseq=145
https://books.google.com/books?id=qXxBAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA1#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=qXxBAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA1#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://archive.org/stream/historicalsketch00joneiala#page/126/mode/2up

12. “The Remains of Tomochichi Disinterred,” Savannah Morning News, February 15,
1878. From the Georgia Historical Society Vertical Files.

13. Letter to Mrs. Craig Barrow from L.S. Sturtevant., ca. 1923. From the Georgia
Historical Society Vertical Files.

14. Letters regarding the Tomochichi Monument. From the Gordon Family Papers, MS
318. Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society.

15. Address of Hon. Walter Glasco Charlton at the Dedication of the Memorial to
Tomochichi. “Dedication of the Memorial to Tomochichi; Laying the Corner Stone of
the Whitefield Memorial Chapel at Bethesda: Two addresses by Walter Glasco
Charlton,” (Savannah: Georgia Society of the Colonial Dames of America, 1917), 2-13.
From the Georgia Historical Society Rare Pamphlet Collection, F294.S2 C475 1917.

16. “Tomochichi,” Savannah Morning News, February 14, 1937. From the Georgia
Historical Society Vertical Files.

17. “Wrong Place in the Wright Square,” Savannah Morning News, February 2, 1993.
From the Georgia Historical Society Vertical Files.

18. “To Truly Honor Tomochichi, Restore His Final Resting Place,” Savannah Morning
News, February 29, 2004. From the Georgia Historical Society Vertical Files.
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foughe ftoutly for fome timeé, and were
all killed on the Spor, the reft are yet un-
taken; and in the whole Adtion avout 40
Negroes and 20 Wintes were k il'd. The
Lieutenant G ve:nor {ent an Accunt of
this to Generai Oglethorpe, who mér his
Advices on his Retars trom the Tudlan
Nation.  He imnicVately oider'd s Trucp
of Rangers to be raiied. to patroic thro®
Georgis, paced fome Men inche Garrifon
at Palichocolas, wigiah was berore aban-
dun’d, and rear wii.ch the Negrocs tor-

Jmeviv patled, being the «nly Place where

Ho:{cs can come to {fwim over the River
Savannak tor near 100 Miles, order'd out
the Indians in Purfuit, and a Detachment
ofthe Garrifon at Pors- Royal to atlilt the
Planters on any Occafion, and publifh’d
a Proclamation, ordering all the Confta-
bles, ¢c. of Georgia to purfue and {cize
all Negrues, with a Reward for any who
fhould be taken. It is hoped, thefc Mea-
furcs will prevent any Negroes from get-
ting down to the Spam'arzg.r

Savamuah in Georzia, OF. 10, 1739.

ING Tome Chicbki died on the sth at

his own Town 4 Miles from hence,
of a lingerinﬁ llinefs, being aged aboue
97. Hc was fenfible to the Jat Minutes,
and when he was perfuaded his Death
was near, he fhowed the greateft Magna.
nimity and Scdatenefs, and exhorted
his People never to furget the Favours
he had received from the King when in
Enzlamd, but t perfevere in their Friend-
fhp with the Enzlifh. He exp-effd che
greatelt Tendernets for General Ogle-
thrpe, and feemed to have no Concern
at dying but its being at a Time when
his Lite might: be ufe:ul againft the Spa-
wards. ¢ denred his Body mighe be
buried amongft the Englifh in the Town
of Savanmah, fince it was he that

Advices from the WesT-INp1Es.

129
the Grave, which being in the Centre of
the Town, will be a greet Ornament to-
it, as weli as Teft:imony of Graritude.
Tomo Chicki was a Creek Indiam, and
in his Youth was a great Wairiour. He
had an excellent Judgement, and a v
ready Wir, which thewed itfelf in his Ane
fwers upen ali Occations. He was very
gererous, giving away all the rich Pre-
fents he received, remaining him(elf in a
witul Puverty, being mcre pleafed in
giving to others than poflelling himfelf,
and he was vcr/ mild and good-natured.
General Ogleshorpe has ordered 400

B Crecks, and 600 Cherokec Indians, to march

down to the Southern Fronticrs, and is
arming out feveral Brars.  All the Arms
of the Militia have been view'd, and
Powder has been iffued tn them out of the
Magazine?. Twcaty Voluntiers, who
find themf(elves Hor{e and Arms, have
delir'd Leave to go againit the Spanioras,
no Purchale, nd Pay. An Exprefis ar-
rived lait Night from Frederica, thata
Privaceer Sl op from New ZTork put in
there tor Refrefhmenrs, and then failed
to cruize oft Augxfiine. We expeét moft
of the Noreh Amncrica Privateers will
make this Province their Rcndezvous,

D fince near it is the beft Scation for cruiz-

ing upon the homeward bound Spanifb
Trade, and Proviions are plentilul upon
this River.

There is one Privateer of 24 Picces of
Cannon firced out fromthis Town, at the
Chrarge of Capt. Dsv/s,. cne of the Freee
hoiders here, the Spamiards having feiz™
Effelts of his to the Value of 40,000 Pie-
ces of Eight,  We have caken a Spanifh
Spy. "

Frederica in Georgia, Nov. 15, 1739,
ADvice is now juf{ now arrived from
Amelia, that the Spaniardy landed

had prevailed with the Creek Indians to F by N.ght onthat Ifland, and skutk’d in

Pve the Land, and had atlifted in the
ounding of the Town. ' The Corps was
brought down by Water.  The General,
attended by the Magiftrates and People
of the Town, met it upun the Warer’s
Edge. The Corps was carried into Per.

the Woods there, Two Highlanders wene
intv the Woud without their Arms, to
fetch Fuel. Frawmcis Brooks, who come
mands a Scouc. Boat which is on Dury at
that l{land, heard five Muskets, and then
thirteen ; he made a Signal ¢o the F 18,

¢ival Squave : The Pall was fupported by G which is garrifun’d by a Party of General

the General, Col. Stephens, Col. Mentai-
Zxt, Mr Carteret, M- Lemon, and Mr
Maxwel. 1t was followed by the Inds-
ans, and Magiftrates, and People of the
Tuwn. There was the Refpe¢t paid of
firing Minute Guns from the Batrery all
tke ime trom the Burial, and funeral
firing with {mall Arms by the Mii'tia,
who were under Arms. ' The General has
ordcied a Pyramid of Stune which is dug
i this Neighbourhood, to be crected over

Google

Oglethorpe’s Regiment; a Detachment
march'd owt, and found the two High-
janders murdeicd in the Wood, their
Heads cut off and cuelly mangied. The
Spaniards, after they bad buzche’d ene
two unarm’d Men, fled with fuch Pieci-
pitation, that cthe Pasty couid n t overs
take them, tho’they sur{ucd very briskleg
The General has ordered feveral B ats
to be got ready, by which we imagine lne
intends to retaliate this Hultuicy.
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Defiance, without the Appearance of any Dread of the
Spaniards.

THURSDAY, So little Intermission was found these
Fripay, few Days from attending the General’s
SATURDAY. Commands, which rather multiplied

than abated, through his incessant Application, that the
most material Thing which happened abroad, and I
thought worth noting, was the Death of the old Mico
Thomo Chichi, said to be upwards of ninety Years of
Age: And as the General always esteemed him a Friend of
the Colony, and therefore showed him particular Marks
cf his Esteem, when living; so he distinguished him
at his Death, ordering his Corpse to be brought down;
and it was buried in the Centre of one of the principal
Squares, the General being pleased to make himself one
of his Pall-Bearers, with five others, among whom he
laid his Commands on me to be one, and the other four
were military Officers: At the Depositing of the Corpse,
seven Minute Guns were fired, and about forty Men in
Arms (as many as could instantly be found) gave three
Vollies over the Grave; which the General says he in-
tends to dignify with some Obelisk, or the like, over it,
as an Ornament to the Town, and a Memorial to the In-
dians, how great Regard the English would pay to all
their Nations, who maintain true Friendship with us,

1789,
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there is therefore but a single monument — the grave.
Take from the savages the bones of their fathers, and
you take from them their history, their laws and their
very gods.”

Surely the highest proof that the aged mico counld
give of his abiding affection for his friends the whites,
was the dying request that his body might be buried
amongst them. The sequel shows that the influence
of this act of confidence and final trost lingered in the
recollection of his people long after his bones had
mingled with the sands of Savannah. FEvery respect
and the proudest funeral honors were paid to this early
and fast friend of the colony. The governor and the
most noted men of the city bore him to his grave; —a
grave not loeated in a spot designated for the general
dead, but prepared in Percival square, On every
hand the citizens assembled to testify the universal
sorrow, while minute guns from the batteries gave
marked token of the public respect. Nothing was
omitted which could evidence the profound esteem
and grief of the entire community.

More than a century and a quarter has elapsed since

ose funeral honors were paid; and the monument
ordered by Gen. Oglethorpe has never been erected.
Even the precise spot where this Indian chief was
interred has passed from the recollection of the thou-
sands who daily throng the streets and loiter among
the parks of the beautiful ecity of Savannah. Neither
street, nor public square perpetuates his name. and
his memory scarce lives in occasional remembrance.
This should not be. Ingratitude, alike in communi-
ties and individuals, is a grievous fault; and it is earn-
estly hoped, for the sake of her good name, in response
to the express wish of Gen. Oglethorpe, and as an ac-
knowledgment of the debt of gratitude which she owes

OF TOMO-CHECHI, 127

to this noted Indian, that the city of SBavannah,— itself
a living witness of the enterprise, courage, and taste of
the founder of the colony of Georgia,—a city which
has rendered such signal tribute to the memories of
Greene and Pulaski, will, at no distant day, cause to
be erected in one of her high places a snitable monu-
ment in honorable appreciation of the virtues and the
valuable services of the venerable Tomo-chi-chi.
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Morning News: January 17 - 3/1

The Mound Bullders. Madison square surmounted by a large and

gllded vase - very appropriate ornament.

City Council Minutes: February 14, 1872

A communicatinn was recieved from Major John 0. Ferrill, ex
Alderman and Chairman of the Committee on Parks, stating that Qe
had collected the sum of one hundred and Fifty dollars for the
purchase and putting in position the Warwlck Vase in Wright Square
the sfim being individual subscriptions by the residﬁgts in the
immediate axgx nelghborhood of said square, which he sigg disbursed

as per appended bouchers, viz:

A. W, H. Thomas, Wzrwick Vase 3137150
B. Butler & Co. painting railing : 8.00
C. P. Killofin, curdb _5.00

| $150. 50

On motion the communication was recleved and ordered to be placed

on file in the proper office.
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Northern hall of 1ot 24 Colunibia ward,
with improvements, bought in Jor $3,100,
Eastern half of lot No. 9 Wylly ward,
corner of “Montgomery nnd Dutly streets,
to Mr. Kernan for $300; two hiotses on
Joachim street and three housés on Mill
street_to, W, Demers for _$1.950: three
houscPpiNYamMs:Source 10URCS 0N
Ann steeet to W, Swoll for $2.500,

Messrs. Kennedy & Blun sold i number
‘of horses and live stockmt good [igures,

'Sheritt Ronan sold the stoek of teas and
coflegs, o Jarge amount of wridpping pa-
per, ete., seized as the property of Reily
& Moloney ! tor 5,025, The horses and:
wiarons helonging  to the  spone

“brouglittuir prices. , i

rkers.”’
“Earnest

Festivil.of (het:Earnest Wo

On Thursday evening the |
Workers, i socicty  compose
vounyg Luly teachers and schol
First Presbyteripn Sunday S
give o festival in the hall
street, tear State, Intely known
wood's Dancing Academy. '1‘110 festival

hool, will
1 Drayton

5

. ol .
< will open at 4 p.om.and coutjnue during

the afternoon amd evening, il also on
Friday during the same tim¢, - A full
supper and all the pood things jwhich are
ugsually offered to visitors at’ fajrs will be
furnishéd by the *Earnest Workers™ and
their friends, and those who wish to spend
a plensunt hour or two and atf the sume
time ussist in the good work fwhich the
society has-in' charge cannot {do better
thiur-kissist the festival,

The Mound in Court Houxe
The familiar mound in (o
gquare is being rapidly romoved,
of workmen, uder the direct
Chairman of the Streets and Hane Com-
mittee, Alderman Aylsworth, | vesterday
Cmorning commenced s demolition,
mound is being removed: preparatory to
Ltucereetion of the monument (o the Iate
W, W Gordon, first President ¢f the Cen-
tral Raifroad, Tt was construe wd by t.he
city in 1871, through the instrumcntality
of “Hon. John 0. Ferrill, then o jnember of
the Board of Aldernien and Chairman of
“the Committee on Parks and Squargs. S
rull description ot this _|n'npt_s.i¢t-t1 monu-

square,
rt Ilouse
A force

moent has already appeared in the columus
of ‘the NEws, Its ereetion wil

be commenced the latter part of
or early in February.

})robubly
January’,

L
ers.
ps making
I chimney
| good old
the adver-
his head-
32 Brough-
he found a
lny goods,
sed, China
lolly, new
W, Prang’s
1

santn Claus® Headguart

The two bearish Tooking figur
“Iheir.exit from o snow-cappe
arce-the latest representations o
Qanta LUlas, who, according to
tisenment, has thiz year made
quarters at J: G. Pournelié’s, 1

+ ton street. At this store wlll_
~anost elegant assortment of holi

t ywork hoxes, desks, dressing e
e and glass vises and warces,
T gtylesof toys, placques, statuetts
colebrated” Christmas eards: i .
“jmmense varietys of flrst-clusy goods at

. rensonable prices. Thoge in search of

" gomething mee should not fuil to give Mr.
Powrhielle's store a visit.

In Port Again.
The steamship Sdragossa,

from Bhlti-

firm |

as Sher- |

on of the !

The .

fact, an |

| B Sl al ML b ) Lt T et b R S ettt e ] A it i ok
feequent and  liberal appluuse, | Shake

speare’s “llamlet” wan presented) and fn

the charncter of the young “Prince of
Denmark,” Mr, Keene gavee still {further

ovidenee of his past cureful stufly, the

rendition being decidedly an hdprove;

moent on his previous eflort, '

Tu the personntion of the chargeter of
“Fhgnlet' Mr., Ktene has evidently made
the Rlder Booth hik model, and the hard
rtudy of such nmasterof the paesipns and
theid presentation to a eritieal afidience
ovidences his high histrionie gt’l‘}[ll}-&. The
scene in the encounter with hiw futher's
chost we have never seen surpagsed byt
any tragedian of the day, abd the kontest
[ between the passions of love'nnd fevenge
[ in the interview with his mother when he
| kneels at her feet and presents’ the pors
trait of his murdered father could not be
surpassed,  Altogether, we regard  Mr,

LAk A4l

\rs of thessiteene as the most promising younje trage-

[ dinrmron.the American boards, 1
[ Miss AnnanStorey rendered the elinracter
[ of “Ophelin® exeellently, well, dand (the
SQuien of Miss Hamblin was' vegy good.
| Mr. Beaeh made a fair “(host,” iuul the
“Lacrtes” of Mr., Learock gnd *IaJonius®.
Lol Mr. Ahrendt were quite effeetivie. The
play was well ruu'untv(lt and [n"{’ﬂl‘llit‘d ina
style that met the approbation of the dis-
criminating awdienece, - T ]

At the ‘matinee this nﬁnrnm:‘ni\\'ill he
viven *The Morchant of Venice,'] gnd at
uight Mr, Keene closes his cn;:u;:n.»im-nt in
Bulwer's “Richelicu,” and we arde satis-
ficd from his recent performances this sen-
son that he 'will portray the grand old
Cardinal withh great eftectivendss, « If
viou desire' to secure’ good séats,
Bren's early this morning. .

“Chippa.

The New York Sunsaysof the n
“Chispas™ 3 oo

“Chispay anew play by Cliy M Greéne
and Slason Thowmpson, authors of *5M*1liss™
and “Flats and Sharps,” was hrm{ ht out
in Haverly's Fourteenth Street flu'atre
tnut.evening., It is intended to ibo the
means of displaying the capabilitieg ofMiss
Marion Elmgre, n vivacious youngiwoman:
who enn talk brightly /sing well anl diinde
easily. The seened in the four adts aftor
a prolegue are laid in Inmber cimps'of
Calitdrnia, and the seenery is not the least

of the clements of the play, “Chigpa,” in
legringk,

"Wy play

-
b

i short  dress,  yellow and
fa damaged straw hat,  halt cpveting
a mass of tangled  hair, i the *idol

of Bachelor's Guleh,” und consefjuently
has her own waiy in almost everytifng,’
wnd thereby causes considerable ftroulle
before she Is happy dind contented as ' the
wife of the man who suved her froth death
on the.plains, That man is Zeke Ntevens,
a guideswho in the course of yenrs is o
lumberman and mill owner, . The role
might. "he stronger than it ix, although

-Frank Losce made all there 'is of it,. An
entirely originnl chiuracter is thaf of In-

dian Jaek, a Pinte, who kills villnins in
i the nick of time and Is otherwine jusetul,

The comedy element is futnished by Doe
| Jones, a loquacious individunl, and Anas.
[ tasin Mount Aubuin, & governess jfor the
indispensable heiress, Incidents) follow
one mother quickly, and the play. will he
popular undoubtedly, :
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Dear Mrs. Barrow, [Mrs. Craig Barrow)

Upon reading in the M News about your book soon to be published , it occurred to me
that it might be well to acquaint you with some information converning the supposed
resting place of Tomochichi,

Mr. Harden [William Hardenl] says an old map by de Brahm states he was buried in
the center of Wright Square. My aunt of 77 who had on that square was[a]girl and
others say that there was a pump there to which she went many a time with the '"old
mammy'" for water. This pump was afterwards moved over by the old Chatham Artillery J
Armory. In my childhood, before the Gordon monument was erected, a mound of rocks
and Ivy was there,

Now, in July 1877 my grandfather's furniture establishment on Whitaker & Broughton was
burned down, As he owned property on York near Bull he decided to build there, This
property had been a grant to the Union Society and the houses thereon had been built
by persons who leased from said Society., These houses were made from hand hewn timbers
and hand wrought nails & built just a few feet from the ground. My grandfather, Thomas 4
Henderson, bought this property from the Union Society. As he wanted to build nearer
Bull St. he decided to move a two story house to the west of his residence on the |
garden lot., This house stood in the middle of the street on Xmas 1877,

As the building was to be brick and three stories high, e%cavations had to be made

for a foundation, When the workmen were digging they came across the skeletons of

several Indians (judging by the length of same) and by one was found handles, a
silver tomahawk & whistle and other things which tended to show that it must have
been a chief, Your grandfather, Mr, De Renne, Mr, R, Habersham, Col, Estill, Mr,

Chas, La Motte & others all came to see it., There was an account of it in the papers

at the time, Miss Georgia Waymouth ? (Miss Adelaide Wilson ] in her book unfortunate- |
ly gave the wrong date. Mr, Harden says he never could find the article., It must

have been during Jan. or Feb. 1878, Bones were boxed & reburied. Grandfather

promised to have the box made from some Bonaventure wood to contain these relics as

Mr. De Renne wanted them for the Georgia Historical Society, Mr. Harden says there
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are no such relics there, Whether your grandfather ever received them we do not know.,
He was away so much and ill at times.

Then came the big fire of 1889 and destroyed the property and any relies we had,
When grandfather began to re-build during the summer, then on his sick bed from which
he never recovered, he begged that when they went to excavate that they must not dis-
turb the remains of Tomochichi, so convinced was he that his remains lay there. For
he believed with Shakespeare

Good friend, for Jesus' sake forbear

To dig the dust enclosed here,

Blest be the man that spares these stones,
And curst be he that moves my bones.

When excavations were made farther to the west other bones were seen, I asked
Mr. Harden to be on the lookout when the present Lindsay & Morgan building was erected.
I have never heard whether any bones were found there or not.

My aunt, Miss Maria Henderson, tho seventy-seven and a paralyzed invalid remembers
it all distinctly.

I think I could find others who were there | a few words torn on fold and illegible]
at the time,

In delving for other data you might run across something pertaining to this,

You must pardon me for transgressing on your time but thought you would be in-

terested,

Sincerely,

(Signed) L.S. Sturtevant
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_ Pebruary 3rd, _ /Sg®

‘ayors Myers,

City. A i
r Myers,

We find that the expenses incident to erecting a monument are
heavier than we anticlpated and we may be considerably delayed in the
undertaking so will beg te recall through Mr. Rockwell the note asking
permission to use a certain location for the purpose until such time as
we are ready to acte.

Respectfully,
Mrs. Thomas S. Morgan,

Chairmane.




P. D. DAFFIN, CHAIRMAN, GEO. A. MERCER, VICE-CHAIRMAN
MALCOLM MACLEAN, C. S. ELLIS. §. E. THEUS, SECRETARY.
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COMMISSIONERS. }5

et 7L . Jan30th,  /fg9
‘re P. Do Daffin Chairman, AR
. .-'(f;' D
Park & Trse Cormissien, "*—**—?mjf"Tf

. Savannah.
Dear Sir:=

As Chairgan of the Tomo-Chichi Committee of the Georgia Society
of Colonial Dames, I have written the Mayor to ask permission to erect a
monument in Court Hous§ Square to the memory of the noble old Indlan Chief

The spot to b8 selected will probably be that portien of Square
fronting the Court Hou%e.

Ve write to €sk permission and the co-orperation of your Com-
mission in this commem%ration and patriotic work.

There will b% held a meeting of the Cemmittee tomorrew afternocm
about 4 o'cloek and it ?ould glve me pleasure and ficilitate oeur work if
I am able te announce t? Committee that your Commissien has been favorably
heard from, ;

I am my dear gir,

] Very truly yours,

E H. C. Morgan ;
( Mrs. Thomas S. Morgan)
; Chairman,

e tessssennse ==y
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Address of
Hon. Walter Glasco Charlton

At the Dedication of the Memorial to

CTomochichi

i Wright Square,
™ Savannah, Georgia
April 21st, 1899

For the Georgia Society of the
Colonial Dames of America

Trs. Eleanor Kinzie Gordon, President
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ADDRESS OF

HON. WALTER G. CHARLTON

At the Dedicatton of the
Memorial to Tomochichi

“Let us, my fellow Georgians, congratulate
ourselves that after a century and a half of for-
getfulness we have at length been stirred to a
realization of a duty unfulfilled, and are, therefore,
here to-day to dedicate to the memory of a great
Georgian a memorial such as Oglethorpe directed
and Tomochichi deserved. You will recall that
the great soldier who controlled the destinies of
this colony commanded that a pyramid of Georgia
stone should mark the resting place of him who
had been the loyal and devoted friend and ally of
the people of Georgia and the comrade of their
leader. There has been placed here, on the spot
where tradition tells us he lies, through the dis-
interested efforts of this society of noble and re-
membering Georgia women, this piece of Georgia
granite, that all the coming time may know that
here in the heart of our town rests in honored
memory a man who was a Georgian and a Geor-
gian who was a man. Of his early life we know
but little. He was of the Lower Creeks and born,
probably in Middle Georgia, that nursery of brave

red
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men and fair women; although in his remarks in
the conference at Savannah he speaks of coming
back here to the graves of his ancestors. We
know that he was banished from his tribe ; and his
strong, self-reliant spirit and dominant character
suggest that he must have rebelled against some
great injustice. Certainly he brought into his
exile the respect and esteem of those who had
banished him. At the conference of the Indian
tribes at Savannah with Oglethorpe, the Chief of
the Oconas said of him in the presence of the rep-
resentatives of the Creek Indians, that he was a
good man and had been a great warrior, and
that it was for his wisdom and courage that the
banished men had chosen him for their king.
When he and Oglethorpe first met at Yamacraw
Bluff in January, 1733, he was, according to Jones:
“A man of commanding presence, grave demeanor,
marked character, established influence, of a phil-
osophical turn of mind, and in the possession of
all his faculties.” He was at this time in his
ninety-first year. He had gathered .about him
Indians of the Lower Creeks and the Yemasees
and formed them into the tribe of the Yamacraws,
having their town four miles west of Savannah.

“It is a singular thing in the history of Geor-
gia that at this moment when her future was
trembling in the balance; when by every unhappy

. - 0
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precedent the little band of Englishmen who were
about to land upon her soil must take up the task

of civilization in toil and suffering and blood, with
the relentless nature of the savage upon the one
hand and the merciless Spaniard upon the other—
that at this eventful moment there should have
met here in the wilderness one of the greatest
and boldest spirits of Europe and one of the wisest
and bravest Indians of whom we have any ac-
count. It is entirely certain that the confidence
with which Oglethorpe inspired Tomochichi and
the prompt measures adopted by the latter to
further the scheme of colonization, made possible
the settlement of Savannah by ensuring for years
a tranquility in which the foundations of the State
were laid in peace. The New Englander had
fought his way with bitterness and the Virginian
had constantly slept upon his arms, but in Georgia
the friendship and admiration which these two
great men extended each other made practical the
founding of the town and the establishment of
the colony. It was with affectionate pride that
Tomochichi, on his death-bed, recalled his part in
the founding of the colony; and seeing with that
wise and prophetic sight which is the gift of noble
minds, that in time his people must pass away and
be no more seen of men, linked the Indian forever
with the civilization which was destined to spring
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from the midst of the bending pines and sandy
soil of Savannah.

“Save that human suffering and misfortune
have alway the element of the tragic, there was
little of the heroic about the early days of Georgia.
That the oppressed and stricken people who landed
here on the 13th day of February, 1733, to ke the
nmilitary bulwark of the Province of South Caro-
lina, did not repeat the experience of the other
colonies of America and write their history in
blood, was due to the nobility and generosity of
this old Indian warrior who lies here, receiving
now as he earned then the gratitude of the people
of Georgia. In the old records we catch an occa-
sional glimpse of him as a warrior. Busily as was
Oglethorpe engaged in building his town, he never
took his eyes from the south. He knew almost by
intuition when the Spaniards started from Florida
or Cuba to harry the coasts of Georgia, and with
the expedition of a true soldier he was always on
hand when they landed. If the enemy rested too
long between forays, it was the habit of that great
man to seek him and stir him into unwilling activ-
ity. It was his policy to give him no rest, and he
never ceased his determined and aggressive war-
fare until the last Spaniard was driven from Geor-
gia forever. It is one of the humorous features
of that protracted struggle that Oglethorpe was

7

in the habit of going up and down the St. John’s
in a long boat, with a single swivel gun, treating
the military demonstrations of the enemy with
absolute contempt. Agpparently they shot then
as they do now. In most of these expeditions was
Tomochichi, then upward of ninety years of age,
but full of fire and bravery and devotion. His
impetuosity was such, that in the expedition to
Amelia Island it was with difficulty that Ogle-
thorpe could restrain him from attacking an over-
whelming force of the enemy. We can imagine
how desperate must have been the circumstances
which made Oglethorpe conservative. But, my
friends, bravery is no such uncommon thing that
we must needs raise monuments to it alone. It is
everywhere and of all times: With Jackson at
Port Republic; with Pickett at Gettysburg; with
Skobeleff at Plevna; with Sidney at Zutphen; with
Oglethorpe on the Danube and at Bloody Marsh.
Tt has stood upon the brink of a Crater and poured
the fire of artillery into the face of a triumphant
host, unmindful of the fate which looked into its
eyes, and it has walked up the steep incline of
Cemetery Ridge and so left its record that without
monument or mark the generous thought of man-
kind stands uncovered at the recollection of the
deed. Still, common as is this attribute it pleases

S—— T T e e e S SO
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us to know that he who was Georgia’s friend was
a warrior in truth as in name.

“A break in the routine of his life came when
upon the invitation of Oglethorpe, and in company
with several of his warriors, he embarked for Eng-
land to visit the King. The appearance of these
allies of the Crown created the greatest interest
in that country. Tomochichi seems to have been
able to preserve the dignity of his demeanor before
monarch and subject, and all the entertainment
which was lavished upon him did not turn his
thoughts from his own responsibilities nor his
heart from his own home. All the great sights
and institutions of England were shown him and
the people vied with each other to make his stay
memorable and impressive. At Eton he was asked
what might be done to signalize his visit, and he
replied by requesting a holiday for the boys. When
at his audience with the Archbishop of Canterbury
that venerable prelate, burdened with his seventy
years, insisted on standing as he addressed Tomo-
chichi, that vigorous Georgian, being only ninety-
two years of age, at the conclusion of the remarks
forbore to respond for fear that it ‘would mean
discomfort to his host. An incident which reflects
credit upon Tomochichi and is proof conclusive
that there are circumstances under which a Geor-
gia orator can resist the temptation to talk, As

o
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he looked from day to day upon the civilization
which surrounded him, the comfort and order and
splendor, his thought was to bring back to Georgia
all that he could, and to this end he begged that
missionaries might be sent to his people that they
might know the truth. It is not too much to say
that it was largely because of this insistence upon
the part of Tomochichi that the Wesleys came to
Georgia. During the period of his stay his bear-
ing and thought and conduct were those of a gen-
tleman; considerate of others, and manly under
all circumstances.

“But this life upon which the welfare of the
colony so largely depended, and which had extend-
ed far beyond the allotted time of man, began to
draw to a close. On the 5th of October, 1739, in
the midst of his people, and with a mind full of
affectionate remembrance of Oglethorpe and of
constant interest in the colony and its future, he
passed away still the leader of his own people and
having the respect and honorable consideration of
the people of our race who had come to his shores.

“Time had laid its hand upon his heart
Gently, not smiting it;
But as the harper lays his open palm upon his
harp
To deaden its vibrations.”

i
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“Because of his part in founding the colony,
it was his wish to be buried in Savannah. So they
brought him here with all the circumstance and
state whichi the times and surroundings permitted.
There may have been in our history larger demon-
strations in honor of the dead; there was never a
greater than on that occasion. Moving to the
sound of minute guns, there came in procession to
this square the general and all the chief men of
the town, its magistrates and all its people. As
his name had been upen the lips of all, so the
remembrance of his services and character was in
their hearts. We can imagine the solemnity of
that scene. It was the first great grief of the
whole people, and whatever of honor they had to
bestow was freely given. And so he was buried
on this spot, as tradition tells us, and it was di-
rected by Oglethorpe that a pyramid of Georgia
stone should mark the place. And now one hun-
dred and sixty years after come again the chief
men of the town, with its magistracy and its peo-
ple, that in their presence the pledge made in their
behalf by the great Founder of the colony may be
carried into effect and the memory of Georgia’s
friend and ally be perpetuated for all time in Geor-
gia rock. What if tradition be wrong and we
have missed the spot where he was laid to rest!
We know that it was within the boundaries of this

——
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square, and what matters it where he lies? He is
all Georgia dust by now, and, therefore, all Georgia
is his grave. This massive fragment of Georgia
granite will stand here so long as the people of

* Savannah shall be true to themselves and be a

monument at once to the claims of the dead and
the gratitude of the living.

“Liet me, as I draw to the close of these brief
remarks, congratulate this Society, which is doing
so much to perpetuate the history and memories
of Georgia, that it should have occurred to its
members to lift a memorial first to a Georgian.
There is nothing in his career of which we need
feel ashamed. He was brave, true, hogpitable and
generous. To the mind. of a statesman and phil-
osopher and warrior were added the instincts of a
gentleman. He earned and enjoyed in life the re-
spect and esteem of those who had come to his
land and at his death received the tribute of their
affectionate regret. Not the least claim upon us
is that he loved the land of his birth. He besought
Oglethorpe to use his influence to bring the Yem-
assees back to Georgia that they might look upon
their graves before they died. How often has that
spirit of allegiance to this soil and sky tugged
with the strength of a strong man at the chords
of our hearts! How often, as our feet have pressed
her sod, has it seemed to spring responsive to our
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tread and thrill with conscious presence through
our being! O, land of our fathers! Land which
the great and good have blessed and consecrated
with their lives and names and deeds, let us not
in these newer times, when winds begin to rise

and storms to blow and all seems dark and strange

and troublous, forget that here is our safe anchor-

age and here our haven sure! From every
rounded hill come back the echoes of her great-
ness; from every sweeping plain flare up the sig-
nals of her fame. From Bloody Marsh to Gettys-
burg, from Tybee Roads to China’s Sea, her name,
writ large across the face of history, glows with
eternal light. Let us hold to our ideals, to our
traditions, to our past! Let us cling with the
tenacity of fate to our faith in her greatness and
her destiny! Let us live for her and die for her,
and when the end shall come pray, like the old
warrior whose memory we keep alive, that we, too,
may rest beneath her sod.

“ ‘Georgia, my native statel my cherished home!
Hallow’d alike by smile and tear,

May glory o’er thee build her dome

And fame her temples rear!

I love thee for the burning sky

'Neath which my feet have ever trod;

I love thee for the forms that lie

Cold, cold beneath thy sod!

13

One hope is to my heart most dear;
One boon at fortune’s hand I crave:
Fate made me date my being here—
Let fate make here my grave.’

“On behalf of the Georgia Society of the Co-
loniai Dames of America, I now dedicat'e this rock
to the memory of Tomochichi, the King of the
Yamacraws; the companion of Oglethorpe,. and the
friend and ally of the colony of Georgla.‘ For
countless ages has it stood amid the blue_ hills of
Georgia typifying the strength and majesty o_f
the State which was to come and the stern quali-
ties of those who were to make her great. ﬂer-e
let it rest forever, not only in honor of the illus-
trious dead, but as the breezes of the sea s_hall
play about its constant strengtb and the‘ soft hgh(‘;
of our skies fall like a benediction upon its rugge
form, that all of us may feel that the mountains
of Georgia have sent their message to her .sandﬁ
coast—the message of unity and comradeship an
loyalty.”
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"An 'Historical__R'eseé.rch ‘Into the Records, of His Burial pr

| " and Its Locality—Evidence Supports the Tradition That TRE
| the Mound of Rocky Earth Which Was Removed From
|  {he Exact Center of Wright Square, in 1882, Was the
Pyramid Which Had Marked the Burial Place of Tomo-
chichi.

Nepani 1 FE

(Thiz is Lhe [irst of two parts of an tnter-:st'lr{r historleal research Into
Tomochichi's burial place by Mrs. Dolores Boifeufllel, the second of which
will appear next Sundey in the Morcing Newsl.

BY chichl by ordering a monument for
DOLORES BOISFEUILLET FLOYD | his grave. Col. Stephens also record-
When Tomochichl, a Creek Indian, ll:]d In hli'!; ,}ouimal imdler dﬂf cnl'I O::Lo;
er 6, 1730, in regard to the place o
mico of the Yamacraws, and frlend|yiqa] “{hat: “The General says,he
of the infant colony of Georgia, died |intends to dignify it with some Ohe-
in 1739, his remains were interred | lisk, or the like over {t, as an Orna-
with pomp in Savannah; and Ogle- | ment to the Town, and a Memorlal
thorpe, founder of the colony, ordered to the Indinns how great regarvd the
that a pyramid of stone be erceted | English would pay le all thed Na-
aver his grave to perpetuale the mem- tlons, who maintain true friendship
ory of his loyalty and services to | with us’'  (Ibid.) That Oglethorpe
Genrgin. In the course of time, the | did glve the intended order Is secen
significance of that monument  waa | from the nccount © dated Savannah,
forgolten except by a few, and the | October 10, 1739, published In The
pyramid was removed in the wake of | Gentleman's Magazine, which sald:
progress, There is historical evidence, | “The General has ordered a Pyramid
however, to support the tradition that | of Stone, which is dug In this Nelgh-
the mound of rocky earth which was borhood. to be erecled over the
removed from the exact center of | Grave, which being in the Centre of
Wright Square, in 1882, was the pyra- the Town, will be a great Ornamsent

mid which had marked the burial|to It as well as a testimony of Grail- This boulder lies within short dislance of where the Micc ) of the Yama-.
place of Tomochichi. tude.” craws, friend of the early colony. is said Lo have been burlet y. The reseatch

The inquiry of later generations for | The pyramid for a monument over :R’EI];ETC;;; Ii':,yip,?;zcﬂ:p;%c;ﬁ?; ;:ﬁ:]rf ing his actual burlal pl_ ace 1s I est- i
— %!

Lnedsltetoi Tuinochlc{li's burial 1131?'29 Tomochichi's grave appears to have
ue  to an increasing appreciation | peen chosen not only to serve us a o
art him lihatmm]rllses Iriutm t};ctthisbtirlc cairn from the European standpoint, I1 Thers iz evidence that the monu-
r'i l;?_lsﬂl’f whic tI?"-‘m} h e etter view |but also as a dellberate means for ffiment ordered by Oglelhorpe was sponse to the express wish of Ogle-
Svith ?t&rggtgll‘g:.n%e?csgflg Ssﬂlﬂ;“cﬁgr preserving the earth mound over the lerected. In his “Plan of Savannah thorpe, and an acknowledgment of
wih 8 s nat. al ac E grave which was @ feature of Indlan - and Forfification,” De Brahm's use of the debt of gratitude, which she owes
in-sheping the desiiny 5o slone of | burlal custom especially in of Indlan B o exact square as a symbol for the| |to this moted Indian, that the city
A:;efican lt-xllst.or; Rﬁpllljﬁza h?e to ?flm Tgltt;)t ﬁhlefﬂ. Th“:l ([)glﬂ;horptz dm- ;|E?;;’le :}Eﬂ'sreomzch(lich: apnbgarshto have iD[ Savan;mllll s ﬁm;si:c: I;e gﬁt;lijc{;
. omatically gave satisfaction e n to designate t n one of her Aif
would be ':I Eamphrasmg of Shake- | Indian allles of Georgla in this fur- IJ_cqnal sldes of the bﬂe of th:, pﬁﬁf monument in honorable appreclation
58%?;:: 55). ET‘I’,"; ?vi‘;‘“{h U“;‘ tvt'-. ther honor to Tomochichi by such an {{mid. That the square symbol was| |of the virtues and valuable sﬁrviccs
Eoeny O em a.?l hl 7L gr% cea% e.sf appropriate selectlon of & monument; ﬁc]!:nscn to represent the pyramid base of the venerable Tomo-chi-chl.
g ey su?'n m:r.iz;.)d Egc:tl:sfr vnélti:-] the In;llan-s:t ';lth‘gd &"raves “?hi?e a!isnnpc;irsht;erta;:la from the fact The monument, however, which
: eir dead were investe ot . n his “Plan,” ; ;
by C. C. Jones, in his “Historlcal | culiar sanctity and guarded wll]t?h circle a5 the symbol :0 dbgzllxggdthz gg;me:;}::ﬁaékegg; :ﬁ?ﬁgtmﬁ:&ngg\':l;
?;:;g?h of Tomochicht" (p. vii), as fol- ml,ﬂse]es,; c?m'" and “the last resting :‘Elli atl ?uli ]nlnd Broughton streets, then very time his statements were
ik plnces of thelr chiefs clalmed general | nd a dot within a clrele for the sun- than
Tomochlehi at the very outset, | aftention, never losing either their dlal In the center of Jolinson s‘iufa:-le, K“é’éﬁ‘:cfél 'a?tnegv:grﬁltmi Erdin;g;ied %y

freely and without reward consented | distinctive memories or the trib Derby Ward -
al y Ward. The actual representa- h nh and the informa-
ﬁ:sg:?g :?leexdtgl?id . fihettf:éony EE regard to which they were entitled by {ton of the pyramid in perspective. tﬁiu;gcgivgﬁogfg?n Mr. Harden.
ndship an of common consent. , . ‘For the tribes of j | 2PN the precise spot designated by Mr., Harden's personal acquaintance

|immediate tribe, the Yamacraws, but|the new world th i De Brahm in Wright !
.3‘;‘;,}; f:grep;i:?eﬁg?dn:‘;g;g; !::LE;;; monumenb—-rtlt?e grf\?e.il'srsﬁltlet :?oi}inﬁii :g ﬂ;slsasrge t;lctorlsl vliqwui‘ie'sfvigztg ?:1“;;1;3?;;10;101515?{‘11&0\;21??:{:'2;11{;1
savages the bones of their fathers, § . painted by J, W. Hill. litho- id the sub-
jealousy and opposition might other-|and you take from the: ‘U] graphed b s L0 the documentary evidence on the su
i : X k their his- §[FT2P y Charles Parsons. and de: born in Savan-
;wise have been easlly exciled, ahd | tory, thelr laws and t.helrn:rer ods'” § | Printed by Endicote and C . joct. Mr. Harden wis B
| whose animosities and positive hostili- | (Jones, 125-126.) Theref v 800ds"” || o “York, several nopies of which nah in 1844, and lived until Jaruarh
'ties would, beyond all question, have e e wroit refore, when §| "ot o e copies of which 1936. About four years before his
: : ; & f his ablding privately owned in Savannah ted, in conversation
proved disastrous to thé hopes and | affection fm-gthe Eoo 10 lonl Also, an old photograph af th . death, he assertec, 3 ¢
material interests of the settlers. This | the e Georgla colonists bY §| (g it graph of the pyra- | |his belief that the burlal place of
/ gesture of his desire that his body as it appeared mbout 1882, and h t spot where
action on his part seems the more re- | might be buried £ informati y Tomochichl was the exact spo X
them, Ogle~ on oblained from the late t stands in
markable when we remember the|thorpe could n g Y willla | |the .Gordon monument &
ot hav ! m Harden, whi =
! nu?tlt‘:rl:i sy;nﬁat;l:‘eds Ehlﬁch aitliied ll-lim thg;p provide atml:mfs d]?; eﬂﬂ‘fﬁg’: i blrarian of the Georgi?; g?:w:!ig:? Slé- gsliziliﬁ?ggbllegﬁo;:lit tl%:ilt cﬁ?g:
o D T s o i bl S i 2 Sennh [ v v | v 8, R T Sl
been put upon the natives by rapa-| That the b e prossived. ance of that structural appear- | |earth mound steod upon that site:
cious & 1t the burlal place of Tomochi- monument, that, long before the War Between
o, AL B0t T o ot o - ro et | w7 TS, P | |5 B R e "l
- . n i i
g;%?r “‘; gg?“t’g;ﬂsmgi 3;']1:1‘;(}% as ﬂ;; gz the center cfuwgghi “é’qﬁar‘;’z‘f“?&‘{ E‘:ﬂésstsgy to digress in order s ‘ﬁoti: ‘m?ab?{anht?o?tél;e\;:-?&?:'ﬁveflr':lm:f:ﬁ
- s ercival Ward, and that the pyramid at the pyramld which stood 1 i . ill th
have appreciated the fact of the su-|ordered b : pyram Wright -8 stoo n chi's grave; and that it was still there
i ; v Oglethorpe was actually ght -Square had, by the middle of tll the year 1882. Also, according
E}‘: Uer‘_e!;ﬁﬁ:f ﬁfufﬁgn“al?tfh;aﬁf{nﬁﬁ erected there and stood until 1882, [] ‘:':-B hf‘\{‘lpeteenth century, become }Elillm. t‘.hz mound was demolished at
tion which It enjoyed; and to have ?ﬁcte“c;ﬁ g'?ﬁn%emsllﬁn?iynlmwﬂml Bk n:l‘:n'Eﬁi?rﬁe\fgnthtal‘]eculﬁ:b; b R fiat time for the express purpose of
ﬁ:;r; efﬂll{hp:;im:sglithnt 1nl t.ai.n' ué- The Square of Percival Ward did | f”nef was unaware of its fdtﬁtigf. g!. 'Ef;':;':f'ie?fbfﬁg ﬁngzir;?:et; {%m;ﬁ
the followein. of Ehat n I?P"‘Ef on to | not recelve the name “Wright Square" is “Historical Sketch of Tomo-Chi- Washington Gordon, a Savannahlan,
5 of that civilizalion rest- | unti] late in the colonial period when J Chi,” published in 1868, Jones noted prominent in economic history.

ed the safest h "

oty be[;ctisobn gﬁ?éfiaﬁi é:::Hntnrmen {T‘v wng cnlled so In honor of Sir James || E;::w'ghil Gentleman's Magazine In- Mr. Harden was an eyewitness daily

"It was_ in conformity with Tomo- G§;§g1t§ Ias'gi gfr the ro&al governors of [§) | Perciv;?b S’gg{:r%chlgh; ?rna.s buried | to the work of demolishing the

’ . ore - . i} -

cl?::cms own wish, as he lay dying, |rzeived that name, [;rbi wazfti;mgtlr;ﬁs j| mark (page 126) that: “More Tgar:ea ?ﬁuﬁ ;ndth:rﬁig' E?listri%g:r:&lmrfltrl:

taj:':‘ he sleeps in the city of Savan- |referred to as “Court House Square"’ ii| century and a quarter has elapsed a eto t?vhézher or not the skeletal re-

i 7 .tl‘-I_a had lived to a very old age|Col, Stephens, as already related. || Since the funera] honors were pald i r:n.ln.s of Tomorhichi were disinterred
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i e - | buried in the ‘4 ument ordered by Gene ; ' .

; rﬁeaa, YOctober 5, 1739, at his town | principal Bqunrggg'tr%ugt tgge agf:nf:gi {| has never been “;rectreﬂl-?'.l ggl‘re;.go{gg Sn?lr%t;?tic;??m'l‘gueﬁ'th:?%hg; wr:feu?g

 podo el ‘which was four miles | in The Gentleman's Magazine, was | | Precise spot,” Jones continued, “where | | no pwa.y 4isturbed, nor Was any 8be:

wesf ar p the river from Savan-|more expliclt =apd sald wpereival | | this Indian chief was interred has tempt even,made to reach them d
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: S D . as parried: ‘and further,| | Sands who dally throng t ‘the!” )

.;’&5‘ g:hll—"ihﬂ%ﬂ iI:I‘T:hE Gentleman's | Willlam Gerard de Brahm's -‘-plifn and loiler amnn: the ngks ?5 s?i‘éeéf }E‘m‘é’?r? nggug‘:ntfogxga?ﬁat instend

ble'ga) t.l?é lzst l\ft;i:l:?‘l?t-es Bﬂ;:ﬁh;“ﬁ; %f ati;‘:e City }:nif hSnvannah and Forti- | |nah. thit-her street, nor publle square | the surface ground Was pounded
) ficetion”—which fortification was | | Derpe uates his name, and his mem-| down very hard. Thus it is evident

was perfubded his demis WL BeRe B Linde by B e e e e || emnoe” ives in occaslonal remem. | that tho remaint of ZeRR/Iq,, Fia

mochichi's ve in the ex- ance."” herefore, he urged: "I ly 1a
Sedateness, and exhorted his People | act center of what ﬁvﬂght Squire the sake of her good nami. in r:E iﬁsgtg,wh“e bes was solmpy 1ol

never to forget the favors he had re-|in Percival Ward
* Mr. Harden related that when the
f::l':iadbxil?a t?:se?vg Bth\;?%'r:n cf: o From another source, besides De demolishing of thé mound was begun,
ity the English. - He e Felenfat D | Buaburs “olen of savaunah: and Ber fie protested that Tomochichi's burial
 greatest (tenderness ‘for Gen,  Ogle- tification,” 1t 1is unmistakable that place was belng destroyed, bub that
thorpe,' and seemed to have n cg e- | Tomochichi's grave was ai consplcuous no attention was pald to his plea for ]
s3e Do (CHO | lanaimark in SavADIAN (CUNBE Hhe its preservation. It is apparent that,

cern at'dying but its being at a Time | colonial period. Under date of Sep- the reason for lgnoring his - request

'when his-Life might be useful ngalnst | tember 18, 1759, the
might i i journal of the was because he had only tradition
giegkﬁpg:i%ﬁidj:;ut}fs;ieghhig:nBﬁdg proceedings of the governor and coun- ons which to base his ghim: and |
e eat ot Buvanab, glish |cil at Savannsh records that: “His moreover, an incident, which had oc=
i bat hud rrovalled’ sinee 1t | Exvallsnoy propoced (o i hoavd: that curred only four years previously,
Creek 'Indlans 'to grgeyghee I:nﬂ l:ng E:l?lb E::l:l?llgtzl ?ﬁirlgtblznmmndEd o ?E ' caused that tradition to lose' any
i ' Rt ublic Pump should . Pty
h&% ik ;P‘ founding the Town." | be removed to Thomoe Chichl's Burial T (To be continued) @ .-
L Due’ regard; was: pald to Tomochi- | Place Which the Board approved as s i DA

hi's /request for ‘place of gepulcher. | a more conv 4
ecﬂpﬁe_togmmorps-'."stwaESIesteemed ler, - VIII, lag?ligg.fw;ém;aa }1?:';}1)2;
._n.:;li,'tiend-., of/the - Colony, -and | stated In the journal of that day's
: ,ixaq;a fishowed v him /;particulsr | proceedings that: “It was resolved by
Matks of: his - Esteetn,® when :1iving,)| hisExcellency in Council to bulld a
wiote'Col. jvuham«tsge,ghe.m;igga con= | Market Houss'round Thomoe Chichl's
Wﬁ%’@m“ﬁa«’ So' -he 'distin-'| burying - Ground sixty Feet Square
gu'l‘fm' thimtaby ¢ Death, -prﬂe!r!-tix, consisting ' of 'four Bulldings twelve
) g‘.CoEpsn_x,.,tolqhg-.rbr?ught d?wn:.a-nd Feet Squarg each, the Interspaces to
gf.yll Blirfed' inithe \Centre-of ‘one of | be, covered with a Shed of the same
theprincipal Squares, the General e« | Breadth supported in the Centfre by |
énﬂi epsed ‘tomake himselt one of | Ceflar' Posts.” ' (Ibld.) .- From those
Cul.-,-_l-’nll-ibeu__ers.-..‘. f&(yandler: o "The | statements ‘of ' the jourmal, 1t is ap-
ﬂso)n"it‘?vl- ,“EF‘E{&M v Georgis, by 1v, . ;e’gtt%hu.b. tht: allfcngance of an open=
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OMOCHICHI
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is.taggﬂque]'e_f},Had{Arisen%‘ThataRémains' of Tomochichi.
_.j}ha;pngn§Recowtere;l—flifrom.-'a?. Site Elsewhere In Percival
“Ward—Oglethorpe:Had!Ordered ' a Monument to:Dead"
._:%.Chie&'ggd iPhotograph’of#It Is; In: DeRenne Library.
iWilliam$Harden] Recounted 'Story: of Original ‘Site—It
Was!Eirst{Monument/ Erected In Savannah.. — + =

oy e G 0l
|J'qg':_"'-ﬂ‘3_"a\'_f.ra :'V-‘;_"tﬁ'.l:‘.d o TR 1 vt ) S e et i ’ ) =t
L {\<" (Begond Yand last “Installment of . interesting research by Mra. Dolores
Hele -.-.«,?‘.‘\)’»'.,‘\. _.-._:Eout_aq_l.nql._;‘!‘loﬂ_l;u;;‘mmgchtuhl'l buriel aile) it

B amow seen that, clalme-Souary | cymbol which e Brabm wsd to dee- | socers amd TS pant- —
LA i | It lsinow scen that cia n symbol which De Brahm use es- || firteen feet square); and Hill's paint- :
DOLORES" BOI%F,EUILLE FLOYD | tt;or '?grﬁ £§f§ﬁﬁs‘bﬁiﬁ‘}t§§?¢§‘a§°§% 1?1:3 irnate the form of its base. The whole | ing in 1855, which 1s unreliable in
A mistaken belief had arisen that |qu.‘. foundation: and that his tradition elevation had a rough surface with & || seale, indicates the base as less than
the remains of Tomochlchl had been | ys supported I:;y—it will be recalled: growth upon probably the vines | that; but, ihe old photograph of aboub |
recovered from a site elsewhere inl (1) Stephens' statement that Tomo- which were said to have grown there | 1682 shows the pyramid as IDED oUEC
Perclval Ward, ss appears from an) chichi was buried in the “centre! ot || What Mr. Harden had called a mound || pying about twenty feet of the S%clel
account in Adelaide Wilson's Historlc | one of the -principal squares; (2) The || Was, therefore, in reality the pyramid. ji between k.ll\ebrimperhy ;ines f[?e ﬂ‘i}z,c
and Plcturesque Savannah (pp. 17| Gentleman's Magazine mentions that The photograph dates, probably, Blmek. bTE Bn crﬁa.-;ecmt;onge reaw‘on-
.18), as foliows: “In the Morning | his body was carried into “Percival || clese to the time when the pyramid || shown by 1 !ra ;n th Ve Sib=
News. of sixth of February, 1878, ap- | Square); snd (3) De Brahm's map || wes demolished; and at that period, || ably ar.cfuunted“or iﬁ i:legnst;té ot
peared this notice: “The remains of | showing the grave in the exact middle || due to the easy erosion of the material [|stance of the pyTest 1 ?n mé" latform
Tomochlchl disinterred.” According to || of that square. ‘of which the pyramid Was con- | tening of fhc apex tl? o 1 t!vp snel Bt
this account, upon the removal of a As to evidence that the monument ‘structed, the mound had lost m_e t.np.h Judging iro’;“ me r?n’:e r%undgot
former residence on York street, near || ordered by Oglethorpe was actually in | sharp corners and apex it had in for- (t‘lr b e‘ "g;'n """?,“M'fd aﬁowing for per-
Bull street, to the second lot on the || existence and over the site of Tomo- | ' mer years. Mr, Harden, in dnscrl'r.:' he pho t%mlt:; ioht of th gra.mlc{) £
west, for the purpose of bullding & [} chichl's grave, it should be noted: (1) Ing that monument over Tnmnchfh” SPECHYC, hie E“fmzo g r!' ht
store on the first lol, workmen, In[|{hat De Brahm symbollzed the moni- prave, mentioned ils “yocky earth” oub ! mound, nhnf}t- 1 o slgnivllll‘-‘i ﬂi tlgsc
making excavations there for the||ment with a square fo indicate the I of which the vines grew. In that, con- | or ten fﬁﬁt-mhcm f’;;- ﬂu ;3 ?t sel%ls
foundation of the store, came upon | hase of a pyramid; (2) that Hill's § nection. therefore, it should‘ be re- matbte{j tr;mt {g:ns *i_;l:“ﬁl-“ i s
the ‘remains of a8 human skeletoni painting of Savannah in 1855 pictures | called that The Genllemans Maga- "’lf;’ BRI cted b m'o letl‘io e over
ahout four feet below the surface, to- [| the pyramid; and (3) that an extant [| zine sald Oglelhorpe “ordered n P}'rn;- , ;" en he'n;rs fe rgc a ur?gi about
gether with several rusty and corroded || photograph, of the mound spoken of |j mid of Stone which I5 dug in Lhs ?tm e fm t t.gi?; has sl’ld & helght
coffin handles, pieces of iron shaped || by Mr. Harden as demolished in 1882, || Neighborhood.” The stone referred lo ﬂf ii,nlvw fel;t g,gegh: Z:,x o
like the blade of a hatchet and a piece confirms Mr. Harden's description of |§ was iron stone, a crumbly substance, o Mtgr el.he L titd “?as' destroyed,
of tvory. All the bones of the frame || it and the historical dala about the || but the only Kind of stone found in i m{‘F{o Tomochichi existed
were found, but several were broken. || pyramid. this region; and which, in 1740, was :"0 mon mh uintil 1899, when one was
No remnants of a coffin or box were || The photograph of Tomochichis yeferred to then as being “looked upon | 1 sa;.ré\m;a. itsn ent place in the
found. These were believed to be the || monument is in an album of old||as a Rarity,” and greaily desired for em{; § tn ti pres{nw;:ih ht Square
remains of the famous chief Tomo- | stereoptican views of Savannah, 1n bullding chimneys and other purposes. | Dot heast section of Wrig i

i i jety of the Colonial
chichl . . . No account of any other || the DeRenpe Library at Wormsloe: (Candler, IV, 603, 604) It follows, ';j‘mﬁ?;ﬁﬁ?’g,‘\“mse??cﬁ,y It is & rough

interment makes it reasonable to sup- (| and Mr. Wymberly DeRenne, ithe | | therefore, that the deterioration of the DS tanite  boulder, SURE estively

-

pose the remains Tomochichl’s.”” . graciously consented to the re- {ron stone had, in the course of years 4
In the foregoing quotatlon, the ‘;‘f‘lﬁf;gri‘pﬁiﬁg DY[ it. produced the “rocky earth” condition pyr;rr}nr}’atl in d{o{:;:’.wgbti}::t eligh‘tvié?g‘-
claim that the remains were Tomo- When the phatograph was shown to | | of the pyramid, even if that material | in height, an 3 '

; ompose the | with & bronze tableb bearing an in-
n ““ds tﬂ,c‘]:.‘. ?)rnbable scription set in the western side.
nid had been The erection of that monument by

chichi’s on the basis of there being || Mr. Harden several years ago, he con- alone had bee
r}o ?:thir agclmén;: of ir;telrment on thi firmed the identification of the sctne maréuﬂﬂ.cnlt; bn{- 1t si) e,
ork street lot is worthless argumen resented, and said that the at the lron stone pyral
because there is evidence to the con- i%mj;ﬁ wa: just as it appeared ab the stiperimposed as an outer covering of | the mﬁanla} D:mde?til“&f"gfﬁ,ig?aglﬁg
trary. Apparently, by 1878, knowledge {| time it was demolished. The view is||an earth mound rajsed there at the h“-“d”n 2 imin] © The Sa\mnna'h
also had become lost of the fact that I| of Bull Street loking northward: and burial of Tomochichi in accordance) ¥RS - ’B“N Teviv. t Rl 28 1899, in its
Savannah’s earliest cemetery, which [| in the foreground fs Tomochichi's | [ with ustal Indian burial custom. Momtnﬂ'r the:sﬁnvgiﬁng of the boulder
e Chalst Chareh  Cemetery || grave, a high mound topped with an || As to the size of the pyramid rs 1t | PePOL O O \s day, related that the
(now called “Colonlal Park”), had oc- || ornamental cast iron urn containing & | | was originally, it is possible 1o arrive | 01 t re rfwlhe coasion was Walter G
cupled the site of the two York street || century plant similar to the urns con- | | at conclusions about its dimensions. gl: °1m° A Lhal? it was through his ef-
lots on the southwest corner at Bull || taining century plants which are to-| | In 1759, the specifications for the six-} ?r {"' recognition of Tomochichl
street. In 1759, it was referred to in || day seen in the strand of park in the | | Ly foot square market house, intended tg" f thnr c for?la.l Dames had “'con-
officlal colonial records as “the old||vicinity of the Cotton Exchange on|ita he bullt around Tomochichi's burial {" 1 ,E n:e of their first dutles to
burylng ground.”  the Bay In Savannah. The urn on| | place, allowed for & thirty-six foob 'cetv?:tlish a lasting reminder for the
The historical evidence for the||top of the mound over Tomochichi's | | square opening in the center, That ;’5 ?mrtiun of future generations:”
cemetery that was on those York||grave was s late addition because it ! | Sixty foot area corresponds to the “55 that in his address, the orator
street lots follows: In 1755, trust lot, | | does mot appear in the painting by | | present day sidewalk bordered square "‘E’n ted thab the munumené was placed
letter R, in Reynolds Ward, was re-| | Hill in 1835 The mound is unmis- | | of the intersection of Bull and Presi- ?n the square where tradition says he
served for a public school; but later it | | takably an elevation in Wright Square | | dent streets which forms the central )’ s
was sold, and the proceeds, in the| because, as seen through & magnify- | | piat within Wright Square; and De Tomochichi's burlal place today,
hands of the governor, was ordered | ing glass applied to the - priginal | | Brahm's and present day maps show = . wover is no longer a matter of tra-
to, be pald Into the hands of the| photograph, the urn and plant are | | those two streets as being seventy- d?ﬁ[ en because of accumulative evi-
schoolhouse trustees and used towards | boldly silhouetied against the shaft | | five feet wide from property line to den?;e' ot. above his remains fares
defraying the expense of building. | |of the monument o General Nathan- | | property line. Therefore, the sixty oo 1n{p§51ﬁg monument not to him,
(Candler, VII, 108; VIII, 373,) In||ael Greene in the center of the square | | foot square market allowed for a but to another of distinguished sery-
1759, it was agreed that the school- || next beyond, and the shaft in turn |} walkway of seven ot eight feet around 1“ while about sixty or seventy
House should be erected “on the old | | is silhouetted against the architecture | | the outer side of that structure; and cei’ distant is the bouler that, though
burylng Ground , . . And as the|[of the former City Hall which blocked ||, it is very probable that the thirty-six .ifee : tion was an adblrable ' ges-
\ ‘Burying Ground included two lots, his | |'the north end of Bull Street. | foot square space within the market b Tean mever compensate for the
axcellency proposed that one of the|| The casual impression of the plc- || area contained a similar walkway of }ure’ ;ﬁ:,ﬂg pyramid t,t?nt was over the
two should be sold” and that money | | ture is that the mound was generally 1} seven of eight feet on all of its sides ;:_s:vg‘ Msu?yﬁ; should be noted that

all :
s be used towards the expense of | | hemispherical, but a careful examli- (| which, if thet were Whe Cote, lefztr'ﬂ; the monument which Oglethorne

erected over Tomochichl's grave and
intended for &n ornament to the

‘bullding. (Ibid. VIII, 136.) In 1760, a | | nation discloses its pyramidal charac- || | space for a square of about twent
grant “of s Lot in Savannah known | | acter. Under a magnifying glass is|| ' feet for the pyramid. Dr, Brahm's

_by Number two in Holland Tything || discernible a flat-sided form taperin |“plan” Indicated the base as about
“Percival” Ward” was ordered to be|!towards a flattened top; and ttfe ﬁa% town, but which Sav?l““;h ta;;ov:;cé
’ " ﬁ;ﬁgg&:ﬁ“ﬁe tt‘m“gf[i “In | | sides are notlced as corresponding to 1 zr‘g: %%st;?ggg}n::ti ti: ﬂ:: squares
. TIA&T “of tere ‘e 8
r“ﬁhoolhoue:"‘and- at the same’ time |/ the compass directlons of the square which has become a fealure of this
'it‘was ordered “That the Moneys aris- | city. S
{ing from the Sale of the Lot adioin- T
ing.'the’:Lot; on kwhich’.the  School ‘

zai5" nowyintended -to be bulltibe.

ogthaNHands ot ithed Trustees

! or

The:iF-old e burying. |
zngiwasielocated lasias |
he wnatithelsotithwests éorner: |
,,-Y_-_g York #andéBull{sireets;andlthere [
4% o wellEfounded S tiaditionéthatithe |
cemetery &pféztheit Jews { wasilocated
ﬁstf}ohf.l;g;souhhﬁpf_?,-thnt,,m ' west ioff:
FHI Streetiwhere how, 5. the:parkway
e o Tpaaey s Fresbye |

1d' ap; the'Inde L Presby= ||
tbrlalﬁwchu‘:uh:évrh‘nrexom??u_;}'romo-,u ‘
hichl éwastneither."Christian-orJew,
that ifactimayvhavefentered iinto’the
salectionfrofiithe (Yseparateiplace’ of
burial“forthim?$inithe:general yicinity
ofi thosa cemeteries 7% S aRE Bl
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Square

Claxton Man:

Move Monument
By TOM ROSE SMAN
; cef 2.0-93

Stall Writer

A Claxlon man wants to end what he sees
as more than 110 years of injustice lo he
memory of one of the important men in the
founding of Savannah.

Ever since he learned aboul it as a child

in Savannah, Ira S. Womble Jr. has been
disturbed that the memorial monument to
Tomochichi, chief of the Yamacraw Indi-
ans, is not over his burial site.
i The monument, a
granile boulder, sits in
the southeast corner of
Wright Square. How-
ever, Womble believes
Tomochichi's remains
are buried about 15
| yards away, under the
i site where a monu-
menl now slands in
honor of  William
Washinglon  Gordon,
{ founder of the Central
8 of Georgia Railroad.

“l think the cily
should move the (Gor-

don) monument,”
{ Womble said. “Il's a
beautiful monument,

but I just hate the idea
that it's parked right
B on lop of Tomochichi’s
4l grave.”

Womble is propos-
ing the Gordon monu-
{ ment be moved Lo the
Savannah Visilor's
_Center, which is
# housed in a renovated
railroad depot. While
] he’s found support
*| from a Creek Indian
aclivist, some local
American Indians are
nol sure about the pro-

MONUMENT
posed move. )

Historical accounts of Savannah’s sel-
tling in the 1730s credil Tomochichi with
paving the way for a peaceful seltlement on
Yamacraw DBluff by the English. lie signed
a friendship and trade trealy with General
James Oglethorpe on May 18, 1733.

The two leaders became friends, with

B See MONUMENT, Page 2C
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Oglethorpe even taking 'l'nnmch'i("ln
and his family lo LEngland. l!I.C
friendship lasted until Tomochichi’s
death in 1739. )

Oglethorpe honored the Indian
chief with a mililary funeral and
burial in Percival Square, later re-
named Wright Square. The burial
sile was marked by a large earth
and stone mound.

“Ihe General (Oglethorpe) has
ordered a Pyramid of Stone lo'bc
erected over the Grave, which being
in the Centre of the Town, will be a
greal Ornament fo il, as we)l as les-
timony of Gralitude,” a wriler stat-
ed in a letler to London’s “Genlle-
man's Magazine” in 1739. _

The burial mound remained in
Wright Square until 1882, when it
was leveled Lo make way for a mon-
ument Lo Gordon. )

The razing prompled little objec-
tion at the time, according lo news-
paper accounts. One reader of'thc
paper did suggesl that Wright
Square would be beller suited for a

proposed monument lo Oglethorpe
since he and Tomochichi werc
friends.

“Thus within the haif acre of thal
square familiar to both would stand
the memorials, visible to the eyes of
every passerby, of the noble hero
who founded our city, and the no less
noble Indian who with singular sim-
plicity and faith, welcomed him here
and protecled the infanl life of his
colony, lwo characlers of which Sa-
vannah and Georgia ought never Lo
lose the remembrance,’” the reader
wrole.

Tomochichi's burial sile re-
mained unmarked for several years

until the Georgia Sociely of the Colo-
nial Dames of America, headed at
the time by Gordon’s daughter-in-
law, purchased the boulder for §$1
and had it placed in the square.

Many visitors lo the square are
lefl with the false impression thatl
Tomochichi is buried under the boul-
der, Womble said.

While historical accounts show
that he is notl buried in that location,
there is now some question as lo
whether Tomochichi's remains are
still at the center of the square.
Some have speculated thal a skele-
tal remain found in the foundations
of the Lutheran Church of the Ascen-
sion on Lhe perimeter of the square
was Tomochichi, however the dis-
covery came prior lo the destruclion
of the burial mound.

Bascd on accounts of the leveling
of the burial mound, Womble thinks
the grave was left intact. Others dis-
agree.
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“The grave is gone,”
Duncan, a history professor al Arm-
strong State College, who noled that

the Gordon monument must be an-

chored at least 10 feet deep.

«{{ was probably a mistake to pul
the Gordon monument on that sile,
but now that il’s been there more
well, Lhere are
much more pressing problems for
Savannah, Georgia and the country
than moving a monumen‘l," PDuncan
said. “1 appreciale the view that an
Indian grave was desecraled, bul lo
move the monument now would

lhan 100 years ...

seem almost frivolous."

While Tomochichi has been hon-
«ored as one of Savannah's early he-

roes, the importance of his role i

history is arguable. American Indi-
ans had left the Georgia coasl by the

fime the English arrived

Tomochichi, apparently banished
from western Georgia, had only a

small band of Indians with him.

«“The history of Savannah would

E————

pretly much be the same had there
been no Tomochichi,”” Duncan said.

Womble, an avid history buff who
owns lhe Georgia Fruitcake Co. in
Claxtlon, had a greal, greal grand-
mother who was full-blooded Creek
Indian. Ile said Jim McGhee of
Creek Indians Inc., based in
Townson, plans to lead a demonstra-
tion in Wright Square on Georgia
Day, FFeb. 12.

McGhee, who does nol have a tel-
ephone, could nol be reached for
comment on how plans for the dem-
onstration have progressed.

Several Savannahians of Indian
descent said that while they had not
heard about Womble's proposal or
the planned demonstration, the issue
of Tomochichi’s grave is known to
them.

“I'm undecided on what the right
thing is on thal,” said Sparrow
Sines, a Savannah woman of Chero-
kee Indian descent. “I'm not wild
aboul the monument being on
Tomochichi’s burial site, but I'm not
sure aboul movingit.”

Pat Whitlock, of Seminole Indian
descent, said he is nol sure what
moving the monument would ac-
complish.

“l don’t think anything would
cver wipe out the insult, for one,”
Whitlock said. *“Secondly, I question
what's left under it (the Gordon
monument). If we leave it alone we
can say Tomochichi is under there,
but if we go under it and don’t find
anything, what are we going lo do
then?"’

IFor Womble, moving the monu-
ment. would be one step toward
righting the wrongs of Savannah’s
forefathers.

“It was jusl one of those things
that shouldn't have happened, but it
did."" Womble said. “If they would
now do what's right, it would be a
benefil to the entire city.”

said John
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To truly honor Tomochichi, restore his final resting place

It's fitting that Congressman Max
Bumns is pushing to honor one of the
most important men in Georgia’s early

history. .
No, not James
Oglethorpe. The

memory of the British
general who founded
the Georgia colony
when he arrived in
Savannah this month
in 1733 is plastered all
over the city. There’s
a big statue of him
in Chippewa Square:
There’s also a square named after him,
along with a major downtown street and
southside shopping mall.

Instead, Burns wants to recognize
Tomochichi for his critical contributions
to Georgia’s birth, It's long overdue.

Tomochichi was the Yamacraw Indian
chief who welcomed the first English
settlers to Georgia. He become a close
-~ friend and ally of Oglethorpe, mainly
for two reasons — the chief needed the
- general to protect his tribe from Creek

Tom
Barton

Indian raiders who were aligned with the
Spanish down in Florida, and the general
needed the chief to ensure the colonists’
survival in a raw, brutal place.

Burns convinced a U.S. House com-
mittee last week to name the federal
courthouse on Wright Square after
Tomochichi. He's deserving. Had
Tomochichi taken a different approach
when boatloads of white people first
started coming up the Savannah River,
the colonists could have had their heads
handed back to them, literally.

But to truly honor the man who got
Georgia off to a running start, don’t
name a government building after him.
Restore his grave. Or, at the very least,
give him an honorable resting place.

‘When Tomochichi died in 1739 in his
late 90s, he was buried in the middle of
Wright Square, or what was then called
Percival Square, on Bull Street. Can-
nons boomed a final salute. Oglethorpe
served as a pallbearer. It was a grand,
dignified send-off, befitting a man who
did so much for the first Georgians.

To mark his grave, a traditional Indian

burial mound was built on top. It later
would be covered in ivy and adormed by
alarge urn containing palmetto fronds.

A large, grainy photograph of this
tastefully understated memorial hangs
on the second floor at the Massie Heri-
tage Interpretation Center on Gordon
Street.

Unfortunately, that’s the only place in
Savannah where you'll see it.

In 1881, Savannah City Council gave
permission to the state’s biggest rail-
roads to erect a monument in Wright
Square on top of Tomochichi’s grave
to honor William Washington Gordon,
the founder of Central of Georgia Rail-
road and Banking Co. It was one of City
Council’'s most shameful decisions ever.

Gordon, who died in 1842, was a pow-
erful business tycoon who ran a power-
ful company and had powerful friends in
high places. And given what the railroads
did for Georgia — especially for Atlanta,
which boomed because of rail — his
contributions to the state’s economy
merited remembering in some fashion.

But not at the price of erasing the

memory of one key man who made
Georgia possible.

City officials, choosing a recently
deceased industrialist over a long-dead
Indian, agreed to have the burial mound
removed from the public square. In its
place, they allowed Central of Georgia
to erect something totally different
— a towering, gaudy stone pile complete
with four pink pillars topped by Corin-
thian-style capitals, a tall um and four
cherubs sitting around what looks like
the world’s largest golf ball.

It no doubt was considered classy
when it was finished in 1883. But today
it seems pretentious.

And given what it replaced, sacrile-
gious.

The Georgia Society of Colonial
Dames, much to its credit, placed a
granite boulder in Wright Square in 1899
in Tomochichi’s name. It's one of the
city’s best-known monuments — and
just steps away from its namesake’s rest-
ing place. TR

It’s fitting that Tomochichi's Rock
will face the Tomochichi United States

Courthouse across Wright Square. But
a more appropriate act would be to
restore his Indian burial bound and put
his bones to rest in an honored place.

Moving the Gordon monument would
probably be cost prohibitive. How-
ever, I wonder if it's possible to tunnel
underneath its wide granite base. Then
remove Tomochichi’s remains and re-
inter them in another downtown square
that doesn’t have a signature center-
piece. There are several of them.

Then rebuild the Indian mound (it
shouldn’t be too costly). Ask Native
Americans of Yamacraw or Creek ances-
try to bless it in a special ceremony.

Such an addition to the city’s proud
procession of memorials would be a
noble one. And respectful.

Tomochichi deserves to have his
name on a wall for his contributions to
Georgia. But he has earned his own place
in the ground.

Tom Barton is the editorial page editor
of the Morning News. His e-mail address
is tom.barton@savannahnow.com.
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